“As the research center is part of a hospital, our
uniqueness is the direct connection to human samples
and patients. In addition, we have established a state-
of-the-art biochemical laboratory, where we study
the cannabinoid’s nexus at the molecular level of
the cell and in a variety of animal disease models.
These, together with the clinical laboratories that
develop cannabinoid-related expertise, allow us to be
a pioneering center that studies cannabinoids and their
physiology under one roof — from science to clinical
experiments,” states Louria-Hayon.

Becoming More Mainstream

Cannabis research is also carried out in other
departments. Rambam has established a Cannabis
Steering Committee with the participation of high-
level department managers, the CRIR, the Division of
Econemics and Marketing, and more. More than 3,000
patiefts at Rambam have used medical cannabis,
making Rambam one of the leading centers in Israel
for canhabis-based treatments.

Louria-Bayon has seen an increase in the number of
organizations willing to financially support advanced
studies iflithe field of cannabis. “Our center collaborated

Medicinal Cannabis Research & Innova

with Raphael Pharmaceuticals INC. to establish a
comprehensive scientific study to research the effects
of specific cannabis strains on arthritis. This study will
allow us to understand the cannabinoids’ apparatus
at the biochemical and molecular levels of the human
cell using a mouse model of the disease, which will
lead towards knowledge-based clinical experiments in
human patients”

In addition to the work in the laboratory, Louria-Hayon
and his team are responsible for informing other
clinician-scientists in the CRIR regarding the progress
of the cannabinoid and cannabis research.

“We are establishing a multidisciplinary
g g network of physicians and researchers,

who will work on research both
independently and in collaboration with pharma-
ceutical companies. This ensures that the center
will be able to provide answers to research
questions in the field of ca bis from the cellular
level to the level of huma eriments, and will
hopefully result in personé 1, cannabis-based
treatment,” he explains.
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